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President’s Message, November 2021
This year the month of November will offer much to celebrate. On Thursday, November 25, the entire country observes Thanksgiving, and then three days later, on November 28, the Jewish community will begin the eight-day festival of Hanukkah. These are two holidays that have surprising similarities. First, they both boast the best of food! And, in a more introspective sense, both holidays ask us to reflect on what we are grateful for even in the face of adversity. Hadassah’s work from its inception has been motivated in response to the profound adversity faced by the early settlers of pre-state Israel. Today Hadassah’s mission is still tikkun olam, our belief that we can bring healing to our world through medicine and advocacy. 

HMO Update: This month it‘s fitting to announce some of the achievements of the Hadassah Medical Organization (HMO). Hadassah Hospital Ein Kerem was named by Newsweek magazine, for the third year in a row, among the best 250 hospitals in the world in the specialties of cardiology and oncology. Israelis who face a diagnosis of cancer or are fighting heart disease can depend on benefiting from the cumulative successes born out of Hadassah’s cutting-edge research and care. 
The Henrietta Szold Hadassah-Hebrew University School of Nursing can report that over 98 percent of this year’s nursing graduates passed the national nursing licensing exam. This crop of nurses represents the 100th cohort to graduate. It includes all the students in the first graduating class of Achotenu, a specially tailored five-year program that enables Ethiopian Israelis to achieve their dream of becoming nurses. “Five years of hard work, commitment, perseverance, leadership and great hopes have come to fulfillment,” notes Sarit Shimony Kanat, RN, PhD, director of the nursing school. 
Twenty-two students from 16 different countries just celebrated their graduation from the International Master of Public Health (IMPH) program at the Hebrew University-Hadassah Braun School of Public Health and Community Medicine. This is the 46th class of graduates.  These men and women will be far better equipped to deal with the many public health challenges ravaging their countries. “Go fight the good fight,” outgoing Braun School Director Prof. Yehuda Newmark told the graduates. The group celebrated by singing “Od Yavo Shalom Aleynu” (Peace Will Come to Us Yet).  These successes give us much to be grateful for. They represent the way forward in healing our world. 
Advocacy Update: Hadassah members have tirelessly worked to safeguard the support that the US lends Israel. The relationship has been unwavering, as illustrated in the funds made available to Israel to develop and maintain their Iron Dome missile defense system. This summer the US Congress demonstrated some reluctance to fully fund the depleted stockpiles of Iron Dome’s interceptor missiles. As Americans and ardent Zionists, Hadassah’s members continue to be among the leaders working to secure support in Congress to replenish the stockpiles. Yoram Weiss, acting director general of HMO, and Dalia Itzik, who has served as speaker of the 17th Knesset and is chair of HMO’s Board of Directors, expressed the urgency of maintaining Israel’s Iron Dome. Their article, published in the Jewish News Syndicate, articulates the dire consequences of life in Israel without the Iron Dome, “In the last 20 years, Israel has had to absorb no fewer than 23,000 rockets and mortars fired onto the country from Gaza. It is an average of three attacks per day, every day, for two decades, and does not even account for the thousands of rockets and missiles fired by Hezbollah in Lebanon in the same period.” Be sure to stay up-to-date with Hadassah's National Action Center. Urge your senators to continue to fund the Iron Dome. 
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Philanthropy Update: Express your gratefulness to those you care about this holiday season and support Hadassah’s ongoing mission by signing up for Hadassah’s e-card program. It is such an easy thing to do, and you can send unlimited cards for only $36 a year. 
May your time with friends and family at both Thanksgiving and Hanukkah be healthy and meaningful. 

